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[bookmark: _GoBack]UPDATE - Flood Watch: Central Vancouver Island
ISSUED: January 28, 2016 3:30 pm
The BC River Forecast Centre is maintaining a Flood Watch for central Vancouver Island basins including:
· Somass River near Port Alberni, and tributaries in the region

Flood Warning: East Vancouver Island
ENDED: January 28, 2016 3:30 pm
The BC River Forecast Centre is ending a Flood Warning for east and west Vancouver Island basins including:
· Chemainus River
· Englishman River
· Browns and Tsolum Rivers near Courtenay
· Oyster River
· Gold River
Fair weather conditions have persisted through Thursday for most of Vancouver Island, with less than 5 mm of rain recorded at most weather stations today. Forecast rainfall for Vancouver Island over the next 24 hours is for 5 to 10 mm of rain at low elevations and 10 to 20 mm of precipitation at higher terrain, along with cooler temperatures in the alpine. Temperatures at Vancouver Island automated snow weather stations are at freezing at this time and are expected to continue to drop through the evening. 
River levels in the Somass River basin have continued to rise today due to the lake storage effect that delays rainfall runoff from reaching the lower sections of the basin. In the headwaters of the Somass River basin, flows in the Ash River (WSC 08HB023) and Sproat River (WSC 08HB008) are currently 253 m3/s and 184 m3/s respectively and had not reached a peak as of early afternoon on Thursday. The Ash River has risen approximately 20 cm and the Sproat River has risen 6cm since 8:00 am this morning and both rivers continue to rise this afternoon.
Flows on the Somass River near Port Alberni are expected to peak this evening. Flooding in low-lying areas near the river has been reported in Port Alberni. River conditions may worsen this afternoon to water levels similar to those experienced in early December 2015. Water levels are likely to drop Thursday overnight and Friday. 
Streamflow conditions on east and west Vancouver Island peaked this morning and have been rapidly dropping today. Water levels in the streams noted above are currently below levels of concern or expected to be below levels of concern by late afternoon. Further increases associated with rain arriving overnight are not expected to pose a flood risk. 
The public is cautioned to stay clear of rivers during and after rain events due to quickly flowing water and potentially unstable riverbanks.
The River Forecast Centre will continue to monitor conditions and will provide updates as conditions warrant.


A High Streamflow Advisory means that river levels are rising or expected to rise rapidly, but that no major flooding is expected.  Minor flooding in low-lying areas is possible.
A Flood Watch means that river levels are rising and will approach or may exceed bankfull.  Flooding of areas adjacent to affected rivers may occur.
A Flood Warning means that river levels have exceeded bankfull or will exceed bankfull imminently, and that flooding of areas adjacent to the rivers affected will result.
